Social and exploratory behaviour in the rat after septal administration of ORG 2766 and ACTH4-10.
The time spent in active social interaction by pairs of male rats in a dimly-lit, familiar test arena, was decreased significantly after intraseptal injection of ACTH4-10 (250-500 ng). In contrast, the time spent in active social interaction was increased significantly after intraseptal injection of the tri-substituted ACTH4-9 analogue ORG 2766 (250-500 pg). Neither ACTH4-10 (250 ng) nor ORG 2766 (250 pg) affected exploration or locomotor activity measured in a holeboard, after intraseptal injection. Intraseptally administered ACTH4-10 (250 ng) increased aggression measured in a colony intruder model, but ORG 2766 (250 pg) was without effect.